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ABR represents the signature 
used by Ethan Burchett, 
of Lexington, OK, for his 
automotive and artistic talents. 
In addition to ABR's designed 
and welded frame within the 
exhibit, this catalog also includes 
his song that was partially inspired 
by the painting. 
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Firouz Abbasian-Ardestani 
was born on February 9, 1961, 
in Iran to Baha'i parents. In 
1982, he came to Oklahoma, 
where he studied at the 
University of Oklahoma. 

Arts, in general, fascinated Ardestani throughout his 
life. It was in 1991 that poetry came to him. Coming 
from Persia - the cradle of great Persian poets - and 
being exposed to different cultures had an enormous 
impact on his thoughts and poetry. Ardestani's poetry 
reflects his portrayal of triumphant human spirit. His 
poems are marked by the intimate recollection of 
inspirational moments, which suggest the possibility of 
happiness. 
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Married with three children, 
Becky works as the clerk for 
the town in which she lives. 
She enjoys reading, camping, 
and has recently taken up the 
piano and Taekwondo. 

Jim Brown is a native of 
St. Louis, MO, with an 
engineering degree from 
Washington University in 
that city, and a Master's in 
Liberal Studies from 
Duquesne University, 
Pittsburgh. After a lengthy 
career with Westinghouse Electric, he and his Betty 
retired to Norman, OK, and are actively involved 
with the University of Oklahoma in several aspects 
of college life: sports, the arts, and lifelong 
learning. Jim has "dabbled" in poetry over the 
years, mainly in highly personal subject matter such 
as The Intruders, which was written following a 
health crisis in 1998. He may be tempted to 
produce an epic poetic work this year, as he will 
celebrate his 80th birthday on Christmas Eve, 2006. 


